Pathogenesis of meningococcal purpura fulminans.
Purpura fulminans (PF) is a dreadful and frequent complication of Neisseria meningitidis invasive infection, and is associated with a high mortality rate. This syndrome begins with dermal microvessels thrombosis that rapidly lead to hemorrhagic skin necrosis. In this review, we discuss the prothrombotic events occurring during meningococcal infection. Moreover, recent data from an experimental mouse model have highlighted the critical role of the meningococcus adhesion to the endothelium in the development of PF lesions, thus opening new therapeutic perspectives.